
Courtney Family Tree

The lion’s share of information contained in this document was compiled 
by Eugene O’Callahan, son-in-law of Mary (Molly) Courtney Griffin. 

Please excuse any errors; I am happy to correct these if you email me: 
carol@negotiatingwomen.com 

Click here for more information about the 
elements of the Coat of Arms. 



Jeremiah Cournane 
(aka Courtney) (aka 

Darby Cournane) 
1829-1876

Julia Lenihan1829-
1917

Mary Cournane 1857 
– XXXX ? James Walsh

Julia Cournane 1859-
1948 m. James 

Fitzgerald

Patrick 
Courtney**(1860-

1928) m. 1891 Mary 
Coffey 1868-1917)

Bridget Cournane
1867-1948 m. 

Timothy O’Rourke

Margaret Courtney 
1871 – 1917 m. 

Cornelius O’Sullivan

Ellen Courtney 1872-
1950 m. Tim 
Brosnahan

**Patrick changed his name from Cournane (the 
Irish version) to Courtney (the English version) 
between 1892 and 1894. 

Jeremiah Courtney, also known as Darby Cournane, was from Barleymount near 
Killarney, and his people were tailors. He was caring for the cows of the Lenihan family 
and fell in love with the daughter, Julia (or Jude) Lenihan. She had a small shop at Keel 
from which she sold eggs. They had only one son, Patrick, born at Keel (or 
Kilnarovanagh). They also had five daughters born at Keel. Local history has it that 
Julia also used her shop as a “sheebeen” – a place where unlicensed alcohol was sold.

Julia’s father was one of three 
brothers who came from Mill St. 
in County Cork. His name was 
Tadhg Lenihan and he married 
into a farm at Seershe which is a 
town land in the parish of 
Aglish. He and his brothers had 
many offspring.

Patrick was going to inherit the farm and so family lore has it that a cousin, Dan Hurley, wrote from New Zealand to Jeremiah or Julia 
that there were good prospects for the girls as the Provincial Government of Otago was offering free passage to agricultural 
laborers, plowmen, shepherds and single female domestic servants. We think that four of the five traveled by ship (perhaps in pairs) 
to New Zealand. We also think that Ellen arrived in New Zealand in 1891.

It seems that the sisters did not live close to one another in New Zealand and  were not able to meet up with one another due to 
long distances and poor traveling conditions.



Patrick changed his name from Cournane (the Irish 
version) to Courtney (the English version) between 
1892 and 1894. 

At Patrick Courtney’s grave in Aglish, Killarney, there is a 
headstone in memory of Darby Cournan who died on Jul 10, 
1796. The headstone was erected by Roger Cournan – we 
don’t know who either of these people were. 

Julia (Anna) – 1892-
1957

=John (Jack) O’Leary-
1893-1953

Bridget (Frances) 1894-
1978 =Michael 

Dunleavy

Mary (Molly)1895-
1967

=Jeremiah Griffin 

Margaret -1897-1960 
=Tim McCarthy 1892-

1973
Ellen – 1898 – XXXX Hannah – 1900 – 1980 

=John Ryan
Annie (Ciss) 1902-1963 

= Daniel Scully
Nora – 1904-1938 

=Michael Breen



Julia (Anna)



Julia (Anna) 
1892-1957 m. 
Jack O’Leary

Mary – 1924-
1978 m. Francis 

Skinner

Ann (Bunny) 
1926-2015 m. 

Roy Moore XXXX
John 1931-1952

Geraldine 1937 
m. Robert 

O’Keefe1960

O’Leary Family



Julia (Anna) 1892-
1957 m. Jack O’Leary

Mary – 1924-1978 m. 
Francis Skinner

Claire 1953
Paul 1954 m. Donna 

Harley 2000

Kevin 1956 m. Joan 
Tarpey 1993, died 
1993 m. Theresa 

Kelleher 2009

Ann 1958 m. Phillip 
Devlin 1984

Jeffrey 1985 m. Annie 
Sullivan 2020

Josephine 2022

Patrick 2024

Christine 1986
Colleen 1999 m. Chris 

Robinson 2018

Cormac 2019

Rose 2021

Michael 1991 m. 
Jessica Quintaniha 

2022

Eileen 1964-1965

O’Leary/Skinner Family



Julia (Anna) 
1892-1957 m. 
Jack O’Leary

Ann (Bunny) 
1926-2015 m. 

Roy Moore XXXX

Cynthia 1953 ≠ 
Stahl

Gregory 1958-
2016

Christopher 
1961 

Brian 1993 m. 
Allison Keogh

Kevin 1996 m. 
Breanna Fresoli 

2020

Jameson 2021

Ariella Grace-
Marie 2023

O’Leary/Moore Family



Julia (Anna) 
1892-1957 m. 
Jack O’Leary

Geraldine 1937 
m. Robert 

O’Keefe 1960

Julie 1961 m. 
Tom Hankard 

1997

Brian 1963 m. 
Vicki Nordruff 

2013

Stephen 1967 
m. Anne-Marie 

Korbut 2011

O’Leary/Keefe Family



Bridget (Frances)



Dunleavy Family

Bridget (Frances) 
1894-1972 

=Michael Dunleavy

Joseph m. Dorothy

Brian 1952

Walter m. Corinne

One Son

Leonard m. Nancy Richard m. Rose John
Mary m. – John 

Goudearle



Mary (Molly)



Mary (Molly)1895-
1967

=Jeremiah Griffin 

Patrick Brendan 
1922-1996 – M 

Cowhig

Jeremiah XXXX-1944
Margaret Mary m. D. 

Corcoran

Noelle

Lorraine

Damian

Donagh

Carmel m. T. Deasy

Killain

Tara

Orla

Eileen m. S. Herliky

Niamh

Camilla- M. Deasy

Robert

Brendan Joseph Diarmuid Joseph Colm Joseph Clare Mary

Michael XXXX-1995 – 
M. Bell

Anne m. D. Steward

Eileen m. P. Boron

Michael

Jerimiah Joseph- A. 
Carroll

Nicola

Mary Eileen
Ellen Nuala 1918-

1949
Teresa Bridget – 

Eugene O’Callahan

Eugene 1959 – 
McDonagh Gibney

Eugene 1987

Hugh 1992

Diarmuid 1960 – Ann 
Scanlon

David 1993

Katie 1994

Niamh – 1963- 
Brendan Huges

Emer 1994

Aoife 1997

Noreen m. Elmo 
Lynskey

Colum

Cillian

Colm1934-1952 Brigid m. D. Crowley

Dan-m. Meryl

Colum

Finbarr

Fergel Stephen

Aisling

Sinead

Griffin Family



Margaret



McCarthy Family

Margaret -1897-
1960 m.Tim 
McCarthy

Eileen (Nellie) 1917-
1988-Denis 

O’Connor 1916-1997

Mary 1920-2014 m. 
1942 Jeremiah 

Murphy 1920-1998

Hannah (Joan) 
1921–2011 m. 

Patrick Moran 1950

Margaret 1924-2005 
m. Patrick Cremin

1931-2022

Patrick 1927-2015 
m. Mary Lyons 1961

Charles 19XX-XXXX 
m. Margaret Conroy

Tessie 1931 m. 
Patrick Sheahan 

Bernadette 1936-
2012 m. John Good



McCarthy/O’Connor Family

Margaret -1897-1960 
=Tim McCarthy

Eileen (Nellie) 1917-
1988-Denis O’Connor 

1916-1997

Maura 1948-2014 – 
m. 2008 Padraic 

Hannon 1945

Diarmuid 1950 – m. 
1984 Mary Moran

Donnchadh 1985

Eireann 2019

Sean 1988 – p. 
Cinthya

Lavinia 2022

Grace 1990 Jean 1991

Mairead 1952-m.1974 
Hugh O’Donnell 

Keenan

Elaine 1977 m. 2005 
Martin Power d. 2009 
m. Rory Galvin 2013

Dylan 2015

Graham 1980

Kaelynn 2009

Claire 1982 m. 2015 
Patrick Winters 

Zara 2013

Amie 2015

Isla 2018

Sinéad1984 m/ 2024 
Daniel Hobbs

Denis 1954 m. 1983 
Bernadette (Bernie) 

Balfe 1958

Clara 1985

Tony 1987

Michael 1988

David 1956 m. 1991 
AnneMarie O'Hara 

1959

Rory 1992 m. 2021 
Sarah Leishman

Felicia 1995

Tony 1955-1957



McCarthy/Murphy Family

Mary 1920-2014 m. 
1942 Jeremiah 

Murphy 1920-1998

Marie 1943-2002 m. 
1967 Len Parkes

1944

Nancy 1968 p. Paul 
Bawcett 1960

Martin 1969 m. 
2000 Cheryl 1972 

Mai 2001

Jake 2005

Margaret 1946 m. 
Eric Thomas

Angela 1964? m. 
Caitlin

Sean XXXX m. Mary

Florence 2013

Tommy 2019

Sandra 1965 Stewart 1966?

Gerald 1948 m.1973 
Anne Keaveny 1950

Billy 1985 p. Tove
Joe 1977 p. Claire 

1977

Blake (Joe’s son)

Ben (Claire’s son)

Joan 1952 – m. 
1989 Ian Millis 1948

Emma 1986 m. 
2015 Martin 

O”Grady

Amelia 2015

Jack 2018

Rosie 2021

Sally 1988 p. Tony 
Pepdonovic

Carmel 1963 m. 
19XX Name? d. 

XXXX?

Annie 1986 m. Chris 
Name?

Kirstie 2005

Liam 2008

Sky 2012

Ronnie 1987 Jerry 1989

Ellie 2024



McCarthy/Moran Family

Margaret -1897-
1960 =Tim 
McCarthy

Hannah (Joan) 
1921–2011 m. 

Patrick Moran 1950

Carol 1953 m. Stuart 
Frohlinger 1978

Kathryn 1984 m. 
James Blood 2023

John (Jack) 1986 m. 
Lilly Slatkin 2017

Henry 2021

Mary Ann 1955 m. 
Ken Ross 1985

Abbi 1991 m. Jason 
Goddu 2021

Meredith 1993

Daniel 1958 m. 
Jennifer Dalton 

1998

Max 2003

Ava 2005



McCarthy/Cremin Family

Margaret -1897-
1960 =Tim 
McCarthy

Margaret 1924-
2005 m. Patrick 

Cremin 1931-2022

Marie 1957–1992 
m. Frank Coffey 

1957

Aoife 1982

Aine 2014

Amelia 2016

Diarmuid 1986 Roisin 1990

Carmel 1959-2018 
m. Kees van Bladel 

1991

Aiden 1992

Tomas 1994

Sinead 1997

Bernadette 1960 
m. Tadhg McCarthy 

1984

Treasa 1987 m. 
Jeremy Kooyman 

2022

Dara Alice 2023

Kevin 1990 Niamh 1995

Denis 1964 m. Rose 
McGirr 1990

Conor 1991

Patrick 1994

Katherine 1996

Michael 1997

Sean 2000

Hugh 2002

Jacinta 1967 m. 
1993 Raymond 

Breen

Aideen 1993 – p. 
Thomas Neville

Ayla 2022

Mike 1998 Tara 2000 Amy 2006

Siobhan 1969 m. 
Gerard Doyle 1998

Marie 2000

Ava 2006

Lily 2008



McCarthy/ Patrick McCarthy Family

Margaret -1897-
1960 =Tim 
McCarthy

Patrick 1927-
2015 m. Mary 

Lyons 1961

Tim 1962 m. 
1988 Margaret 

Culloty

Ciaran 1989

Niall 1990

Margaret 1963 
m. 1991 Patrick 

Goulding

Cathal 1995

Miriam 1998

Olivia 2002

Ann 1965 m. 
2008 Michael 

O’Grady

Michelle 2002

Callum 2004

John 2006

Maria 1966 m. 
Sean Casey

Ciara 2002

Orla 2004

Patrick 1967 m. 
1995 Tracy Ross

Clare 1996

Sasha 1998

Charles 1969

Lucy 1999

David 1972 m. 
Norma Redmond

Leah 2003

Garrett 2007

Donnacha 2008



McCarthy/Charles McCarthy Family

Margaret -1897-
1960 =Tim 
McCarthy

Charles 19XX-
XXXX m. 

Margaret Conroy

David

Siobhan



Margaret -1897-1960 
=Tim McCarthy

Tessie 1933 m. Patrick 
Sheahan XXXX-2022 

McCarthy/Sheahan Family



Margaret -1897-1960 
=Tim McCarthy

Bernadette 1936-2021 
m.1962 John Good

Caroline 1965- m. 
1987 Christopher 

Cummins ≠ 2001 m. 
2008 Brett Baring

Matthew 1992 m. 
Brieanna Deny 2024

McCarthy Family/Good Family



Hannah



Ryan Family

Hannah – 1900 – 
1980 =John Ryan

Eileen – XXXX-
XXXX m. J. 
Dempsey

Mary XXXX-XXXX 
m. J. Fitzgerald

Philomena XXXX-
XXXX m. D. Scully

John XXXX-XXXX
Angela XXXX-

XXXX m. B. 
Conlon

Monica XXXX-
XXXX m. John 

Brophy

Joan XXXX-XXXX 
m. D. Barron

Dermot 1945-
1992

Patrick XXXX-
XXXX m. M. 

Stubbs



Ryan/Dempsey Family 

Hannah – 1900 
– 1980 =John 

Ryan

Eileen – XXXX-
XXXX m. Jimmy 

Dempsey

John 1964 m. 
Adrienne 
Fleming 

Conor 2012

Siobhan 1967 
m. Brian 

Gorham XXXX

Ella 2000

Clara 2003



Ryan/Fitzgerald Family 

Hannah – 1900 – 
1980 =John Ryan

Mary XXXX-XXXX 
m. J. Fitzgerald

Sandra m. David 
Cottam ≠ m. 

Andrew Bagnall

Laura Cottam 
1994

Matthew Cottam 
1996

Edel m/ Donal 
Kirwan

Sarah

Jennifer

John

Olga m. Vincent 
White

Susan

Linda

Paul died Aged 2
Valerie died 6 

days



Ryan/Scully Family 

Hannah – 1900 – 
1980 =John Ryan

Philomena XXXX-
XXXX m. D. 

Scully

Denise m. 
Waseem Ashraf

Umer 

Omas

Suleiman

Yvonne m. John 
Reidy

Saibh



Ryan/John Joseph Ryan Family

Hannah – 1900 
– 1980 =John 

Ryan

John Joseph m. 
Pat Byrne ≠ 

Jonathan 1976-
2020



Ryan/Conlon Family

Hannah – 1900 – 
1980 =John Ryan

Angela XXXX-
XXXX m. 

Brendan Conlon

Deirdre m. Neil 
Carmen

Fionn

Aidan

Orla m. Eamonn 
Kilgallon

Mark

Robert

Niall

Eamonn m. 
Sarah Dooney

Lisa

Katie

Christopher

Brenda m. Tom 
Byrne

Simon

Sinead m. Kevin 
Finegan

Aaron

Aisling



Ryan/Brophy Family 

Hannah – 1900 
– 1980 =John 

Ryan

Monica XXXX-
XXXX m. John 

Brophy

John m. Mella 
Korkan

Alex

Luke

Evan

David m. Tara 
Jennings

Aisling

Leo

Mark m. Kate 
McGinley

Gia

Jonny

Fiona  p.  
Jonathan Cairns

Colm p. Sophie 
Gallop

Pierce

Killian



Ryan/Barron Family 

Hannah – 1900 
– 1980 =John 

Ryan

Joan XXXX-XXXX 
m. Dermot. 

Barron

Michael m. 
Cathy Murphy

Jennifer

Leo

Rory

Ruth



Ryan/Patrick Ryan Family

Hannah – 1900 
– 1980 =John 

Ryan

Patrick XXXX-
XXXX m. M. 

Stubbs

John m. Siobhan 
Falconer

Patrick

Chloe

Mary m. David 
Phelan

David

Kate

Damien m. 
Helen Keating

Catherine



Annie (Ciss)



Scully Family

Annie (Ciss)– 1901-
1963 m. Daniel 

Scully

William -1940-2004 
m. M. Jeannette 

Boudreault 

Liam 1970 m. 
Cynthia Crowe 1998

Colleen – 2000

Caitlin 2005

Michael 2005

Patrick 1974 m. 
Sneha Patel 2004

Rohan 2006

Amara 2008



Nora



Breen Family

Nora – 1904-
1938 m. Michael 

Breen

Patrick XXXX-
XXXX m. Alice

Michael

Jennifer

Mary XXXX-XXXX 
m. Tom Dougan

Mary

Michael



Patrick Courtney’s Sisters



Mary’s history is somewhat unclear; she may have married James Walsh. She had one child, Thomas, who died at age 32, unmarried of 
pneumonia. She left some money that eventually found its way to Ireland because Jeremiah Griffin (husband of her niece, Mary AKA Molly) 
of learned of her death through the newspapers while in New Zealand prospecting for gold. The authorities decided that the money should 
go to her relatives in Ireland, more specifically, Patrick Courtney. Jeremiah Griffin was instrumental in ensuring that the Courtney in Aglish 
were aware of the inheritance. This money may be the reason Patrick acquired his nickname, “The Millionaire”!

Mary Courtney 
1857 – XXXX – m. 

? James Walsh

Thomas

Jeremiah Cournane 
(aka Courtney) (aka 

Darby Cournane)
Julia Lenihan



Julia married James Fitzgerald who had been born on a ship off Brazil as his parents emigrated from England to New Zealand. James Fitzgerald’s 
father was from Limmerick. There are reportedly plenty of Julia’s descendants in New Zealand, Australia and in the United States.

Julia Cournane 
1863-1948 m. 

James Fitzgerald

Mary Elizabeth Maurice Ignatius James Courtney
Richard Gerald – 

m?
William Frederick 
– m. G. Brennan

James

Richard

Patrick

Joanne

Millicent Francis 
m. J. H. Ralfe

Richard

Peter

Leo Walter m. M. 
F. Pickett

Kerry

Margaret Julia- 
m. F. E. Burns

Ann

John

Elizabeth

Jeremiah Cournane 
(aka Courtney) (aka 

Darby Cournane)
Julia Lenihan



Bridget married Tim O’Rourke, later Mayor of Otaki. We understand there are quite a few of their descendants in New Zealand, including 
O’Rourkes and McIntyres (Wellington).

Jeremiah Cournane 
(aka Courtney) (aka 

Darby Cournane)
Julia Lenihan

Bridget Courtney 
1867-1943 m. 

Timothy O’Rourke

Thomas - m. Kate 
McDonald

Timothy

Sally

Anne

Eileen - m. (?) Phil 
Harper

Deryk

Phillip

Beatria

Bridget – m. N. 
Chamberlain

Peter

Paul

Terrance

Marguerite

Humphrey – m. A. 
Rack

Rex

Gerry

Maureen – m. W. 
D’Ath

Angela

Beryl

Jennifer

Joseph

Elizabeth

Patrick – m. D. 
McGill

John

Gerald

Marguerite



Margaret remained in Ireland and married Cornelius O’Sullivan. Their descendants are numerous in Firies, Co. Kerry. 

Jeremiah Cournane 
(aka Courtney) (aka 

Darby Cournane)
Julia Lenihan

Margaret Courtney 
1871 – 1917 m. 

Cornelius O’Sullivan

John – m. ? Kelty Jeremiah – m. Nell

Cornelius

Elizabeth

Margaret

Michael
Julia – m.  P. 

Scanlon

Peggy Ann

Peter Junior

Mary
Hannah – m. ? 

Splaine

?

Norah Nellie



Ellen married Tim Brosnahan, from Cork, who had arrived in 
New Zealand in 1883. Her youngest child, Patricia, had been 
living in Palmerstown North, New Zealand. She was born in 
1902.

Jeremiah Cournane 
(aka Courtney) (aka 

Darby Cournane)
Julia Lenihan

Ellen 1872-1950 m. 
Tim Brosnahan

Leonard Timothy – 
m. ? I. J. James

Leonard

Helen

Marie

Ernest Thomas – m. 
G. Gallers

Terrance

Brian

Patrick Joseph Ignatius John – m. ?

Courtney

Timothy

Paul

Peter

Anthony

Leoine

Marie

Caroline

Shona

Mary Julia Margaret m. ?

Imelda

Julie

Patricia Constance 
1902 – m. William 

Angland

Mary

Peter

Barrie



Appendix



The Cournane and Courtney 
Coat of Arms Are The Same



The Escutcheon or Shield
The shield is the essential component of an armorial achievement; without it there can be no full heraldic display. Armorial bearings are generally referred to more briefly as arms or 
as a coat of arms, a term derived from the surcoat of silk or linen worn over the armor to keep off the rays of the sun and to delay the formation of rust on the armor. The surcoat is a 
garment resembling a waistcoat that displays the same heraldic insignia as the shield.

The Crest
The technical use of the heraldic term crest refers to just one component of a complete achievement. The crest has evolved from the three-dimensional figure placed on the top of the 
helm as a further means of identification. The crest rests atop the helmet, which in turn rests on the most important part of the achievement: the shield. The crest is a common adjunct 
of the shield and consists of any object or objects placed above it. When shown above the shield, the crest normally arises out of a wreath made of twisted ribbons in the two principal 
tinctures of the shield. Crests do not always accompany the shield, as they are not a required addition.

The Wreath or Torse
The torse or wreath is a twisted roll of fabric wound around the top of the helm and crest to support the mantle, the protective cloth covering worn over a knight’s helmet. The 
torse comprises a pair of ribbons twisted together, tinctured of the two principal metal and colors of the shield, the livery colors. The torse was sometimes held to represent a 
token from the crusader’s lady-love, given to him when he left for war, a sort of handkerchief which he twisted round the top of his helmet, masking the join where the crest was 
affixed. 

The Helmet or Helm
On top of the shield is placed the helmet, upon which the crest is fastened by a wreath, coronet, or chapeau. The helmet is important in showcasing the armorial bearings. The shape 
of the helmet has varied greatly in heraldic representation. While the basic features of heraldry remain consistent, the modes in which the insignia are shown have been subject to 
changes in fashion.

The Mantling
When the helm and crest are shown, they are usually accompanied by a mantling or lambrequin. The mantling was made of linen or other cloth to shield the wearer from the sun’s rays; it 
also served to snare or deflect sword cuts. Today it takes the form of a stylized cloak, with the outer surface generally in the principal color of the shield and the inner surface in the principal 
metal. The mantling is sometimes depicted with a ragged edge, as if damaged in combat, though this is at the emblazoner’s discretion.

Mottoes
Mottoes have often become the starting point of myths and legends—time and again, a phrase or short sentence that began life as an inspiration or exhortation has acquired a 
fantastic explanation. An armorial motto is a phrase intended to describe the wearer’s motivation or intention. Some mottoes are old war cries. Others are puns of the owner’s name 
or title, such as the Seton war cry of “Set on.” French and Latin are the most popular languages, but Gaelic and Greek also appear. Mottoes are generally changed at will and do not 
make up an integral part of the armorial achievement.

Parts of the Coat of Arms Generally

https://www.britannica.com/topic/surcoat


Parts of the Courtney Coat of Arms
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